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The Parvo virus is the number one killer of puppies between the ages of  6 

weeks and six months.   All puppies are in danger of this virus until they have 

had all three of their boosters to complete their immune system.  

Taking a puppy to a pet store, a dog park, or anywhere that they may come into 

contact with unvaccinated pets is very dangerous.  In fact you can bring this 

home yourself on your shoes, your clothes, and in your hair. 

Parvo is dangerous for several reasons, the first being that it can live in an envi-

ronment for up to six months.  The only way to properly clean an infected area 

is to use bleach, or to burn the items that were contaminated.    

There is no cure for Parvo , the only treatment is to keep the pet hydrated with 

IV fluids and on antibiotics for all the secondary infections that come along 

while your puppy is sick.  This process is very expensive and only 50% of pup-

pies with the virus live, no matter how hard you try.  

It is important to remember that you can carry this on your person for you may 

go to one of these places without your puppy and still bring it home to your 

puppy.  We suggest that when you go to a pet store or dog park that you remove 

your shoes before entering your home.  Change your clothes and wash your 

hands with 1 part bleach to 30 parts water.   You may also wash your shoes with 

this combination to insure that you have rid yourself of any possible threat to 

your puppy.  

Going to several shelters in one day can also be very dangerous., especially if 

you are looking at puppies.  Never go to one shelter and hold puppies before 

going to another until you have properly cleaned yourself to avoid carrying the 

virus around on your person.  You could spread disease and cause healthy pup-

pies to become ill. 

If there is any good news regarding parvo it is that once your pets immune sys-

tem is up and running, the virus cannot effect your pet.  If you have adopted a 

puppy that has been infected with the virus and survived the chances of  them 

ever becoming ill from Parvo again is next to zero.  After a bout of parvo the 

puppy will have sufficient antibodies to protect them from the virus in the fu-

ture.   However, the idea is to prevent this from even being a factor in the first 

place. 

LaBest, Inc. Pet Resort 

Open  

Monday through Saturday 

7am to 6pm 

Call  

618-692-6399 
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Deborah Walker 

President of LaBest,Inc. 

D EBBIEõS D OGGIE  D OõS 

Nails 

The length of the nail is the cause of the #1 crippling disease ñArthritisò.  When 

your petôs nails get too long, it puts pressure on the vein, (nerve) which damages 

the nerve endings.  By general walking or standing on long nails it can cause 

shooting pain up into the shoulder and hip areas.  It is very important to keep 

your petôs nails trimmed on a regular basis.  Arthritis in older pets may be caused 

by the alignment in the joints being thrown off when the nails and vein get too 

long. If the pet owner prolonged clipping the nails, it may cause permanent dam-

age to the dogôs joints and in turn causing a crippling effect.  Keeping the dogs 

nails trimmed once a week to every two weeks can gradually work the vein back, 

taking pressure off the joints.  A once a month basis will stabilize the length. Any 

time after this will allow the vein to grow and in time this will cripple them.  

Upcoming Training Classes 
 

Puppy (all ages, 1st stage of training)   February 26, 2008 Tuesday 

Performance on lead (2nd stage)  February 26, 2008  Tuesday 

Performance off lead (3rd stage)  February 27, 2008 Wednesday 

Agility ( fun,fun,fun)    February 27, 2008 Wednesday 

 

To sign up for one or more of these training classes please call us at 

618-692-6399 

 

4933 Indian Hills Drive 

Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 

618-692-6933 

Visit us on the web at 

www.labest,inc.net 

Hours: 
Mon-Sat 

8am to 6pm 
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FACTS  A BOUT  YOUR  PET   

AND  D ISEASE   (PART  2) 
(K -9 COUGH )  

K-9 Cough  in dogs will stimulate a coarse, dry, hacking cough about three to seven days after the 
dog is initially infected.  It sounds as if the dog needs to "clear it's throat" and the cough will be trig-
gered by any extra activity or exercise.  Many dogs that acquire K-9 Cough will cough every few 
minutes, all day long.  Their general state of health and alertness will be unaffected, they usually 
have no rise in temperature, and do not lose their appetite.  The signs of K-9 Cough usually will last 
from 7 to 21 days and can be very annoying for the dog and the dog's owners.  Life threatening 
cases of K-9 Cough are extremely rare and a vast majority of dogs that acquire the infection will 
recover on their own with no medication.  Cough suppressants and occasionally antibiotics are the 
usual treatment selections. 
 
WHAT IS K-9 COUGH? 
Actually, clinical cases of K-9 Cough are usually caused by several infectious agents working to-
gether to damage and irritate the lining of the dog's trachea and upper bronchii.  The damage to the 
tracheal lining is fairly superficial, but exposes nerve endings that become irritated simply by the 
passage of air over the damaged tracheal lining.  Once the organisms are eliminated the tracheal 
lining will heal rapidly. The most common organisms associated with K-9 Cough are the bacteria 
called Bordetella bronchiseptica and two viruses called Parainfluenza virus and Adenovirus and 
even an organism called Mycoplasma.   
 
HOW IS IT TRANSMITTED? 
The causative organisms can be present in the expired air of an infected dog, much the same way 
that human "colds" are transmitted.  The airborne organisms will be carried in the air in microscopi-
cally tiny water vapor or dust particles.  The airborne organisms, if inhaled by a susceptible dog, 
can attach to the lining of the trachea and upper airway passages, find a warm, moist surface on 
which to reside and replicate, and eventually damage the cells they infect.   
 
The reason this disease seems so common, and is even named "Kennel" cough, is that wherever 
there are numbers of dogs confined together in an enclosed environment such as a kennel, animal 
shelter, or indoor dog show, the disease is much more likely to be spread.  The same is true with 
the "colds" spread from human to human... they are much more likely to occur in a populated, en-
closed environment such as an airplane, elevator, or  office.  All it takes for contagion to occur is a 
single source (infected dog), an enclosed environment, and susceptible individuals in close prox-
imity to the source of the infection.  Infected dogs can spread the organisms for days to weeks 
even after seeming to have fully recovered! 

 
NOTE:   Even in the most hygienic, well ventilated, spacious kennels the possibility of a dog acquir-
ing K-9 Cough exists. K-9 Cough can be acquired from your neighbor's dog, from a Champion 
show dog at a dog show, from the animal hospital where your dog just came in for treatment of a 
cut paw...  Try not to blame the kennel operator if your dog develops K-9 Cough shortly after that 
weekend stay at the kennel!  There may have been an infected dog, unknown to anyone, that 
acted as a source for other dogs in the kennel. 



Customer of the Month 

Brandi Schlemer 
Best Friend to Guardians 

Anita and Mark Schlemer 

Brandi is a big lovable girl who knows lots of tricks. 

Like this one where she touches her nose with her tongue. 
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Tired of your current job? 

Become a pet stylist. 

Classes start soon so call 618-692-6399 Today for more information  


